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Frlday, April 13th, 2012 at 12:31 am

| Kuwait’s parliament OKs death penalty for insulting
Prophet Muhammad

Kuwait's National jlssem'bly on Wednesday voted
- ﬁvefwh'elmingly in favor of- am-endmeni's to the country’s
penai cade 1o apply the death penalty for those who insult -
Islam's Prnpher Muhammad or his wives, a local newspaper
reported on Thursday.

Forty-six meml;ers of parliament, including all cabinet
: miﬁ?s‘férs, voled in favor 'af the controversial amendments
during the first round of voting on Wednesday. | Four Shiite
- members of parliament opposed the amendments, two MPs
' refused-’r& vote, anid one Sunni MP absrainéd from voting.
According to the Kuwait Times, the amendments call for the

death penalty for those whb_ insult the Pmﬁh et Muhammad
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|

. and his wives. It also stipulates a life-term sentence for

anyone who insults the Prophet Muhammad's companions,
| although the report did nnspecgsz what would be deemed an
insult.

The amendments still need approval during a second round
of voting, which is expected to take place by the en-d of April,
and approval from the government. Wednesda _; 's vofe took
place after heated Jebarcs between Sunni MPs, who
promoted the bill, and Shiite MPs who insist hfﬂfh{p revered
Imams must be included in the law.

Kuwait's penal code, of which aspects are based on Sharia
law, already imposes hefty penalties, including lengthy jail
terms, for those who in.s:nl{ the Prophet Muhammad, his
wives, or Iiis companions. Kuwait also imposes hefty
penualities against other religious ﬂjﬁnsés.

According fto human rights organization Amnesi;y
Internatienal, no executions have been recorded in K uwaift
since 2007, but at least seventeen people were senfencad to

 death for murder and drug-trafficking lastyear.
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